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Story: Anna Sharpley

The history of Australian Equestrian Sport has over the years relied on the racehorse, the retired or unraced
Thoroughbred. Whilst the dominance of the Thoroughbred is not what it was in the Olympic disciplines, the
qualities of heart, will to win, temperament and type are always highly sought after. Theseo, Sydney’s “weight
for age warrior” proved himself on the track winning over $3.2 million and now in retirement is embarking on
an eventing career where his qualities will undoubtedly serve him well.

Even those with barely an interest in racing will know the name Theseo;
he is one of those horses that captured the imagination of the Australian
public. Everyone loves a winner, a battler, a horse that toughs it out to
the end. Of his 40 starts Theseo won eleven races including five times at
Group 1, the VRC Mackinnon Stakes, the AJC Derby, the AJC Chipping
Norton Stakes and in both 2009 and 2010 the Ranvet Stakes. On the
strength of his performances he was named 2008/2009 Australian
Champion Middle Distance Horse. Theseo was foaled in 2003 at Emirates
Park in NSW. He is by the successful racehorse and sire, Danewin from
the winning USA mare, Ozone
Sand who also produced the
2006 Malaysian Group 1 Perak
Derby winner, Gold Arrow. He
was purchased at the Magic
Millions Yearling Sales by Denise
Martin of Star Thoroughbreds
in collaboration with trainer, Gai Waterhouse. Denise comments; “we
selected him at the yearling sales because he was a very good physical
specimen, he had a lovely walk and a terrific attitude which he took
through to his race career. Theseo was one of the bravest horses |
have ever known. He had a heart as big as a lion; he is one of our all
time favourites”. Star Thoroughbreds, a syndication company, “offers
high quality horses in racing partnerships, selected and trained by Gai
Waterhouse”. And so duly syndicated and given the name Theseo,
“because his dam is called Ozone Sand and a significant experiment

He is one of the bravest and
most determined horses |
have ever trained.

on the ozone levels was called Theseo, an acronym for The European
Stratospheric Experiment On Ozone”, explains Denise, he went off to
Gai to be trained, and the rest is racing history. Gai understandably is
also enthusiastic in her praise of the Champion gelding. “He is one of the
bravest and most determined horses | have ever trained. | love a horse
with his great will to win; he is one of the best”.

“After finishing down the track in the George Ryder Stakes in April 2011
as a rising eight year old,” explains Kim Faulkner of Two Mile Lodge
at Bowral, “the owners all decided that they did not want everyone to
say, remember Theseo, he was such
a good horse once. They wanted
him to retire on a high note. We were
absolutely thrilled to get the phone
call to say that Theseo was retiring
and did we want him? We run a
spelling and pre training operation
and Gai Waterhouse is our main client. That's how we got to know
Theseo, because he spent time with us spelling and we had him here
throughout the El outbreak. | used to be involved with Eventing many
years ago and | thought perfect horse, perfect time, as all the kids were
at university. It was time for me to do what | love. | gave him until the
end of 2011 out in the paddock, just to be a horse and let him get racing
out of his system. Then | just started him off. He was a bit bewildered at
first, as there was no speed involved and it was all a bit boring trotting
over poles and doing dressage. But right from the get go he just loved to
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jump. The first thing | took him to was a clinic with well known NSW rider
and coach, Peter Gillis. Peter was impressed when he saw him and he
knew him. | thought we would be going to a completely new equestrian
area where no one knew him. Peter asked; is that the Theseo?” Peter,
who has retrained many former racehorses to have successful careers
in FEI disciplines, was impressed with the eye catching chestnut. “He is
a stunning looking animal and just
looks like a real athlete and when
he ballooned over the first log we
put him at, he just looked a natural
jumper”. “l took him to another cross
country clinic with Aaron Moyes”,
continues Kim. “Theseo just loves bounding along and jumping. One of
the exercises was riding to time over a training course and we came in
ten seconds under. | thought | was just cantering, but Theseo has such a
big, ground covering stride and he loves to go fast, so we have to work
on his speed. | have taken him along to a couple of showjumping days
and the first class he went in he won a blue ribbon, which was exciting.

| believe 100% that a good
horse is a good horse at
whatever it does.

He just loves jumping, but we both have to work on the dressage more. |
am going to nominate him for the Introductory class at the Berrima One
Day Event on 15th September, which will be his first full ODE.

“| believe 100% that a good horse is a good horse at whatever it does.
| don’t know what it is, whether it is the competitive nature, or the fact
that they are usually smart, intelligent and brave horses and Theseo had
to go past the post first. We have
great confidence in each other
and he has that something special
about him; he has a lot going for
him. All the owners are interested
in what he is doing now and some
have come out to visit him in retirement and some send money for
carrots; they are a lovely group of people and they love the horse
dearly. | feel blessed, he’s now nine years old and 100% sound. He’s
very bold and just takes it all on like a true professional. It is very early
days, but | think with more education, time and experience, he will go
on to better things”. ¥




