Breeders’ Guide

Denise Martin’s promising
Squamosa will compete
in the Magic Millions
Three-Year-Old Trophy

CASS

YOU can be assured of three
things at Magic Millions time:

~ 1: It’ll be hot;

- 2: The races will be packed;
- and
3: Denise Martin will be there.
And why not, ifthere’s a chance
to pick up another Theseo or
better yet, Sebring.

Martin’s famous Star
Thoroughbreds made
its first Magic Millions
acquisition back in
1996.

She spent $189,500 on
seven yearlings.

In the time since,
Martin has signed
off 171 more at
. a total cost of

proximately
$12.7 million.
, The fast-paced,
@\ quick turnaround
| \in profit suits

l]] Martin’sbusiness

”

o model.

\ And the Gold
i Coast, well, it’s
not abad place
to spend a couple
of weeks looking
' at horses.

“The whole
Magic Millions
package is just
an ideal forum for

people interested
in becoming
involvedinracehorse

ownership to look to
and participate in,”
Martin told Sportsman.
“People are in good
spirits becauseit’saholiday
atmosphere and they know
the reputation of the sale.
“They have easy access to
see the horses before they
go into the sale and it’s the
first sale of the year —so it’s
ticks all around.”
\  From the time that
\ Snippets won the

inaugural Magic Millions Two-
Year-Old Classic in 1986, the
Gold Coast has been a magnet
for strong, early running types.

“The breeders have done the
selection for the Magic Millions
team pretty much themselves,
they (the breeders) know the
type of horses that the Magic
Millions are looking for.

“Not only precocious two-year-
olds, Gai (Waterhouse) selected
Nothin’ Leica Dane at that sale
some years ago.”

Up until Star Thoroughbreds
trainer Waterhouse proved

otherwise, it was a very difficult,

Denise Martin and Gai Waterhouse

nigh on impossible, task to win
the Magic Millions and the
Golden Slipper.

“Gai did it with Dance Hero,
and then Phelan Ready came
through and won them both,”
Martin said.

“I am sure people now realise
that there is sufficient time after
the Magic Millions to allow the
horse to travel back to their
home state, take a 10-day break
after that, then power through to
win everything.

“It’s certainly possible.”

For one reason or another,
EI mostly, Sebring never made
it back to the Gold Coast on
raceday, but one horse who did
was Theseo.

Martin traces Theseo’s
amazing rise in stature to his
Gold Coast trip in 2008.

Martin’s a Millions junkie

“The Magic Millions Cup
that he won in 2008 was the
springboard for Theseo taking
a dramatic leap forward from
a high-quality, open-handicap
Listed winner to suddenly
becoming a serious contender
for weight-for-age racing,” she
said.

“There are dozens and dozens
of high-quality horses each
year that have come through
those Magic Millions races and
continued on to win at the elite
level all around the country.”

Martin is hopeful, indeed
brimming with confidence, that
Squamosa, one of her current

purple and white “stars”,

does her proud in his
quest for the rich Magic

Millions Three-Year-Old

Trophy (1400m).

Squamosa won his

first four starts before a
herculean second in the
Group One STC Golden
Rose (1400m) behind
Toorak Toff in August.

“I can’t wait until
Squamosa gets to the Gold
Coast,” Martin beamed.

“Iwas interstate visiting
my family in Tasmania
when he trialled last
Friday (week) at Warwick
Farm and Nash (Rawiller)
phoned me to say that the
horse was magnificent and felt
incredibly strong.

“I asked Nash if he thought
Squamosa could win at Group
One level and he said ‘I most
certainly believe he can’.”

Martin’s colours are certain
to be prominent when talented
mare Gigas resumes at Rosehill,
having not raced since finished
close-up in the Kewney Stakes
in Melbourne.

“Gigas ran second in the
Angus Armanasco behind Set
For Fame at Caulfield before
that,” Martin noted.

“She has returned in fantastic
order and her trials have been
terrific and Gai’s very confident
she can go on and continue her
winning way while in work.”

US breeder buys Keep The Peace

that in New Zealand. “Then if
all goes well she can head to to
Sydney,” he said. “The most
pleasing thing for me is that I

month but she was setback a
little after a race in Melbourne
and so he eased her and has the
autumn in mind, both in her

develop

“The new owner is
her Dblack-type
successes and that is why I will
target early Group races in

keen

KEEP the Peace, sold last week
to a US breeder, will stay with
Shaun Ritchie for her racing
career, while Mick Dittman and
Paul Bellingham have retained
a minority racing partnership.

homeland and in Australia.
While the price was not
disclosed, it is believed to be
around the NZ$1 million mark.
Ritchie said he would likely
target the Waikato Draught

still have the mare to train.
“She is a wonderful racing
mare and I think she has
everything ahead of her.
“Had I lost her it would have
been a blow. But to have her in

New Zealand and then look at
Australia.

“Maybe, just maybe, she may
still get to Hong Kong next
year,” he added of the mare, who
has won five of her 13 starts and

Trainer Shaune Ritchie, wife Allison, daughter
Delta and Keep The Peace

just over NZ$500,000 in
stakemoney.

my yard is just tremendous, not
only for myself, but my staff .

Ritchie had planned to have
the mare race in Hong Kong this

Sprint at Te Rapa in the autumn
and perhaps a race or two after
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